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Air quality testing leads to proposed renovations at the 
Youngsville School  
 
 
LIBERTY - On October 13th, Sullivan County BOCES started the process at the Youngsville School 
to undergo air quality tests to ensure the building is in compliance with the Environmental Protection 
Agencies (EPA) Indoor Air Quality (IAQ) protocols.  BOCES contracted with Jennings Environmental 
of Binghamton, NY to conduct the testing. 
 
Jennings has since conducted a number of tests and comprehensive visual observations related to 
indoor air quality and suspect mold. Jennings has determined that the results are within acceptable 
levels.  However, recommendations for ventilation improvements need to be completed.   
 

During the course of the visual inspections, you may recall two boiler rooms and one storage closet 
have been sealed off subsequent to findings of asbestos-containing materials since October.  These 
closures are required by EPA, NYS Education Department and by the NYS Department of Labor to 
ensure the safety of students and staff.  Asbestos is a known standard material used to construct 
buildings prior to 1985.   

At this time, there are no standards regulating acceptable levels of indoor air quality, so exterior 
samples were used as the benchmark for testing purposes.  

The indoor air quality results indicated that some areas of the building contained levels greater than 
the exterior level.  The mold testing also came back within acceptable parameters that are 
established by the EPA.  It was determined that the heightened levels are most likely associated with 
a lack of a mechanical ventilation system, which is typical of older buildings.  Over the past couple of 
years, the building also had a few leaks in the roof, and a broken steam line which has since been 
repaired.   

BOCES has already started working on plans to improve ventilation and is working with the 
environmental company, in association with architects and engineers, to address the moisture 
intrusion and other areas of concern.  On or about June 10th, the school will be closed to start the 
mold remediation and asbestos abatement process.  All renovations are intended to be completed 
prior to the start of school in September.   

 
Although the IAQ levels were higher than the external benchmark the building is safe for students and 
may be used for instructional purposes. 
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If you have any questions please contact Larry Thomas, District Superintendent at Sullivan County 
BOCES at (845) 295-4015. 


