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Countywide Collaboration Brings a New Breath of Air to the 
Autism Support Group 
 
 
LIBERTY – On April 27th, the Sullivan County BOCES Autism Support Group a service of the 

Parents for Parents Program joined forces with Action for Independence and Sullivan ARC.  

This new collaborative effort enhanced the existing support group with additional resources 

that will be available to existing families and interested parents from other areas of the county 

that typically would not be able to access this valuable service.   

 

“This joint effort is very exciting and we are looking forward to working with our new partners.  

The two agencies have been a supporter to our program in the past, and together we will be 

able to provide a better experience and reach more people who are in need of assistance,” 

stated Denise Shaffer, Director of the Parents for Parents Program. 

 

The Autism Support Group offers support and education to parents/guardians raising children 

with Autism, Asperger’s Syndrome and other Pervasive Developmental Disorders.  A few 

new services incorporated into the program include; support groups and sharing sessions for 

parents and caregivers, expanded transportation options, expanded youth-friendly activities 

and Teen Talk, a teen oriented venue for students with and without an Autism Spectrum 

Disorder to discuss teen topics in a casual group setting, guided by a social skill trainer.  In 

addition to the services from added through the Action for Independent Group and Sullivan 

ARC, the program has added the services of Scott Lederman, our new Parent Educator.  
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Scott has extensive experience with children with Autism, Asperger’s Syndrome and has 

already proven to be a tremendous asset to our group. 

 

The next Autism Support Group meeting will be held on Wednesday, May 25th from 7:00-

8:00 p.m., at the Sullivan County BOCES campus, Rubin Pollack Education Center, Liberty, 

NY.  Come to the main entrance – Follow the signs.  

 

For more information, please feel free to contact Sullivan County BOCES’ Parent 

Educators/Resource Facilitators, Kathleen Poitras (845) 295-4042 or Scott Lederman at 

(845) 295-4040. 

 

 

 

Janine Goldsmith, Action For Independence, Kathleen Poitras, Sullivan County BOCES, 

Scott Lederman, Sullivan County BOCES and Linda Simmons, Action For Independence 

meet to discuss the new partnership. 
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