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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
 

December 20, 2011 
 
 

NYS Commissioner of Education, John King Visits Sullivan 
County 
 

 
FALLSBURG – New York State Commissioner of Education, Dr. John B. King, Jr., was the 
featured speaker at the Sullivan County School Boards Association’s (SCSBA) Fall General 
Membership Dinner Meeting held at the Fallsburg Central School on Tuesday, December 
13th.   
 

Prior to the meeting, the commissioner accompanied by Deputy Commission Kenneth Slentz, 

and James Jackson, member of the NYS Department of Education Board of Regents, had 

the opportunity to briefly tour Sullivan County BOCES to become more familiar with 

innovative efforts of Sullivan BOCES and learn how area schools are collaborating with 

BOCES to find cost effective solutions to increase student performance and operational 

efficiencies. 

 

Following their trip to Sullivan BOCES, Commissioner King, Deputy Commission Slentz, and 

Regent Jackson were welcomed by Dr. Ivan Katz, Superintendent of the Fallsburg CSD and 

Alyce VanEtten, President of the Sullivan County School Board Association with a dinner 

crafted by the Fallsburg Central School, and appetizers and dessert prepared and served by 

the BOCES Culinary Arts students.  The dinner was topped off with the guitar instrumental 

talents of Julian Giamino, senior at the Fallsburg Central School followed by melodies from 

the Fallsburg Honors Chorus.  

 

Alyce VanEtten commented, “Tonight is a very important evening for Board of Education 

members and educational leaders in Sullivan and Orange Counties.  It is the beginning of 

good conversation with Commissioner King, Deputy Commissioner Slentz, and Regent 

Jackson.  Understanding the relationship between the Commissioner and the Board of 

Regents is extremely valuable. Together they make the decisions that impact us on a daily 

basis". 
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After dinner, the Commissioner, Deputy Commissioner, and the Regent addressed the 

audience of school board members, superintendents, school administrators, teachers, and 

legislators including Assemblywoman Aileen Gunther and a representative of Senator John 

Bonacic’s office on the future of the educational system as we know it today and what it will 

look like if drastic changes are not made.  

 

A question and answer session, moderated by Larry Thomas, District Superintendent of 

Sullivan BOCES, followed Dr. King’s presentation.  The primary focus of this portion of the 

evening revolved around student performance tests, the Annual Professional Performance 

Review (APPR) teacher evaluation system, and Student Learning Objectives (SLO).  The 

Commissioner also took time to explain how all of these initiatives feed into the Education 

Department’s goal of preparing our students so they are “College and Career Ready”.   

 

According to Thomas, “The evening was of great benefit to the people in attendance.  We are 

honored to have the Commissioner take time to come to Sullivan County and speak to our 

educators.  This was a wonderful forum for everyone to hear from him first-hand and to get 

an understanding of the vision and initiatives that will help us bring the educational system to 

a new heightened level.”  


