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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
 

February 2, 2012 
 
 

Sullivan BOCES Career & Tech Program Leads to a Dream Come 
True  
 
 
LIBERTY – Very few people can say by age 17, they were licensed as a New York State 

Cosmetologist and by the age of 25 they are a successful business owner.  But Krissy Smith, 
graduate of the Cosmetology class of 2005 and owner of Krissy’s Hair in Livingston Manor can.  
 
By the time Krissy was 14 years old, she wanted to become a beautician.  In order to accomplish her 
dream, Krissy knew Sullivan County BOCES would be her best option, so in 11th grade she entered 
the Career & Technical Education’s Cosmetology Program.  
 
Throughout her time in the Program, Krissy worked hard to learn the foundation for all of the 
techniques she would utilize in her profession.  The Program also afforded her the benefit of working 
with instructors that would inspire and push her to excel in her efforts and move towards the next step 
of obtaining her cosmetology license.  “The program was so beneficial to me as a student, I am just 
so thankful that I went to BOCES, it put me four years far ahead of where I would have been if I didn’t 
take advantage of BOCES,” said Smith.   
 
BOCES not only gave Krissy the excitement and drive to advance in the program, but gave her the 
confidence and skills needed to succeed in life.  With the skills and tools in hand, the rest would be up 
to Krissy to write her own destiny.   
 
After Krissy obtained her New York State license she worked at several local shops where she 
obtained more experience, and expanded her following, all while learning how to run a business.  Six 
months ago Krissy found herself at a cross roads - go to work for someone else or open her own 
salon.  The answer was obvious, she was ready to open her own salon, and what better place to 
start, than in her hometown of Livingston Manor. 
 
“Everything fell in place,” said Smith, “I was extremely fortunate to meet with George Fulton, local 
surveyor and building owner.  Mr. Fulton had a storefront available and before I knew it, I was signing 
the rental agreement. I never imagined that I would be a business owner before my 25th birthday”.  
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An amazing aspect about Krissy is that she is still connected to BOCES.  She opened her doors this 
fall to speak to the current cosmetology students.  Not only is she a vital member of the business 
community in Sullivan County, she is also a role model and an inspiration for future beauticians.   
 
When Krissy is asked about her thoughts of BOCES, she jumps to the occasion to tell high school 
students and adults to try BOCES.  She talks about how BOCES has so many programs that 
someone is sure to find something that fits their interests.  “If it wasn’t for BOCES, I wouldn’t be 
where I am today,” ended Smith. 
 
Today, 3 Main Street, Livingston Manor is the home to Krissy’s Hair, a full service hair salon.   When 
you walk in the door you are sure to be welcomed by a smile and personable customer service.   
Krissy’s Hair is open Monday through Saturday from 10 am to 5 pm, appointments are preferred but 
walk-ins are always welcome (845) 428-0449.  Krissy specializes in multi-tone coloring and cuts that 
are consistent with the today’s trends.   
 
“I look forward to every day, being a business owner is scary at times, but I wouldn’t change a thing,” 
said Smith.  
 
If you would like to take advantage of one of the many services Krissy’s Hair has to offer call (845) 
428-0449.  If you would like more information about the Career & Technical Education Programs 
offered at Sullivan BOCES call (845) 295-4152 or log onto scboces.org.   
 
The Career & Technical Education Program at Sullivan BOCES provides “Skills, knowledge and work 
ethic for the 21st century” 
 
 
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
  
Information on Sullivan BOCES’ Cosmetology Program   
 
Cosmetology is a two year program for students who enjoy working with people, being creative and 
artistic, and who have the desire to learn a life-long professional career.  The field offers many 
exciting career opportunities such as nail technician, hair stylist, make-up artist, hair color specialist, 
and esthetician.  Students learn the necessary skills to succeed in the cosmetology profession.  They 
receive instruction in the composition and care of hair, nails and skin.  Cosmetology theory and 
practical work are provided for each student during this two year program.  Field trips, industry 
presentations, community service projects, and a student–run salon are key elements of the program.   
 
Students must complete 1,000 hours of instruction. Upon completion, students are eligible to take the 
New York State license exam which consists of written and practical components.  Students with 
good social and communicative skills, as well as an artistic flair, excel in the program. 
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Photo Caption: 
 
Krissy Smith (right) cuts Selma Bauer’s hair 


