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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
 

March 21, 2012 
 

School Board Academy Provides Valued Resource 
to School Board Members  
 

 
LIBERTY – February 23rd, kicked off the first in the series of information sessions offered through the 
newly formed School Board Academy.  The School Board Academy is a joint venture of the Sullivan 
County School Boards Associations (SCSBA) and Sullivan County BOCES designed to address the 
ever-changing needs of school board members.  
 
It provides current school board members with an enhanced understanding the board's role as policy 
maker and educational leader.  The program also intends to help new board members with the 
fundamentals of school board service and provide refreshers for more seasoned members.  A key 
piece of every session is to provide a forum for discussion of selected topics at more complex levels 
and allow for healthy discourse among board members and area administrators. 
 
The Academy is ongoing.  Three sessions have been scheduled for this academic school year.   
“I am really looking forward to these sessions.  I have signed up for all of this year’s sessions and I’m 
definitely signing up for next year’s sessions.  I feel the sessions will be very helpful to me,” said Lynn 
Wachter, Roscoe School Board Member. 
 
The first session was focused on the understanding the role of the Board of Education in the fiscal 
oversight of the district.  According to Dan Parkhurst, Liberty Board of Education President, “I wish 
this was available when I started on the board.  These sessions are so important, especially for a new 
board member to given them insight on the issues facing Boards of Education.”  
 
The second session was held last night.  The discussion was on the role of the Board of Education in 
implementing and sustaining New York State's initiatives for educational reform, including Race to the 
Top, Common Core Learning Standards and Data Driven Instruction.  The final session scheduled for 
May 30th will discuss Boardsmanship. 
 
“The School Board Academy really serves as another example of what BOCES and SCSBA does in 
promoting capacity development. Every time BOCES develops and hosts a program it brings all of 
the districts together and allows us to work on a common plane that ultimately benefits all of us,” 
stated Dave Burke, past President of the Liberty School Board. 
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If you would like to learn more about the Sullivan County School Boards Association call (845) 
292-9039.  For more information about the services Sullivan BOCES offers visit our website at 
scboces.org and like us on facebook at Sullivan County BOCES and follow us on Twitter.  
 
Sullivan BOCES: Where Futures Begin and Dreams are Achieved! 
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