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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
 

February 4, 2013 
 

Free: Solar Thermal Systems Informational Session  
 
MONTICELLO -   The Adult and Continuing Education Program at Sullivan County BOCES is 

offering a FREE Informational Session on Solar Thermal Systems, Saturday, February 16, 2013 from 
1:00 pm – 3:00 pm at the St. John Street Education Center in Monticello, New York. 
 
Join our local expert EnergyStar Dave, to learn how you can save money and keep most of your 
existing heating equipment. 
 
Did you know that electric hot water generally makes up 17 to 20 percent of a homeowner’s monthly 
electric bill and less than 10 percent of the monthly bill for the average commercial building?  Solar 
thermal systems typically provide 50 to 80 percent of a homeowner’s hot water needs and generally 
have an attractive payback period. 
 
To help New York State increase its use of renewable energy, the New York State Energy Research 
and Development Authority (NYSERDA) has launched the State’s first incentive program for solar 
thermal systems, which produces hot water from solar power. This 5-year, $25 million program 
provides incentives of up to $4,000 per site for eligible single and multi-family residences and up to 
$25,000 per site for eligible commercial and nonprofit customers who currently use electricity to 
produce hot water.  
 
“New York’s first solar thermal incentive program will help homeowners and businesses reduce the 
use of electricity and cut energy costs,” said Francis J. Murray, Jr., President and CEO of NYSERDA.  
“Through this program, NYSERDA is working to develop our clean emergency economy, reduce our 
greenhouse gas emissions and increase our energy security.” 
 
In addition to the NYSERDA incentives, homeowners, commercial entities and nonprofit organizations 
can apply for federal tax incentives, which cover 30 percent of the cost of an installed solar thermal 
system, and New York State tax incentives, which cover 25 percent of the installed system up to 
$5,000. 
 
To obtain more information please contact the Adult and Continuing Education Program at (845) 295-
4900 between the hours of 8:30 am and 7:00 pm or visit us at scboces.org, like us on Facebook and 
follow us on Twitter.  
 
The Adult Program at BOCES enhances our community, one family at a time. 
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