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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
 

November 25, 2012 
 
 

BOCES Culinary students mentor 2
nd

 grade Tri-Valley students 
as they make pies for Thanksgiving 
 
 
LIBERTY – Yesterday, marked the fourth year that the Culinary Arts Program at the Career and 

Technical Education Center at Sullivan BOCES and the second grade class at Tri-Valley Central 
School has worked together to provide the mouth-watering Thanksgiving pies to less fortunate Tri-
Valley families.   
 
Smiles filled the student’s faces as they put on their chef’s hats and started to work with the Culinary 
Arts students peeling apples and mixing the ingredients to make their pies.  According to Colin 
Monell, 2nd Grader, “I’m having a lot of fun today.  I really like to smash the apples.  The best part of 
today is that we are making pies for people who don’t have food for Thanksgiving.”  Once the pies 
were baking, everyone had the opportunity to make their own pizza for lunch and decorate cupcakes 
for dessert. 
 
“It’s great working with the little kids,” stated Fredy Leal, Culinary Arts Student Liberty HS, “I like 
teaching them how to make something and to be able to give back to the community.” 
 
Leighanne Russell, Second Grade Teacher at Tri-Valley, started this initiative five years ago when 
she wanted to create a project to teach her students how to give back to the community.  During the 
first year, the class prepared a handful of pies to help a few families within their community.  After 
much success and an increased need, Ms. Russell reached out to Kathy Poppo, Culinary Arts 
Instructor at BOCES.  From that point on, this annual pie-baking event has become something that 
everyone looks forward too.  
 
This year, the second grade class with the assistance of the BOCES culinary arts students prepared 
fifty pies for Tri-Valley families – 25 apples and 25 pumpkin.  The class has also collected enough 
food that they will not only be able to provide pies, but provide thirty-five families with a complete 
meal.  
 
“This is such a great day for the students, their act of giving truly represents what Thanksgiving is 
about,” said Jacqueline Harris, Elementary Principal at Tri-Valley. 
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The Career & Technical Education Program at Sullivan BOCES provides “Skills, knowledge and work 
ethic for the 21st century” 
 

 
 
 
Photo #1 left to right:  Ben Monell, Colin Monell, Caleb Kendrick and Fredy Leal work on slicing 
apples for their pies. 

 

 
 
 
Photo #2 Chef Kathy Poppo, Culinary Arts Instructor at BOCES, teaches the second grade class how 
to make a pie.  


